JESUS CHRIST.                               285

belief, or, except perhaps at the very last, shrank from the
sacrifices it demanded of him.

Accordingly, in his first act on his return to Galilee after his
baptism by John, he struck the keynote of his whole future
mission. Entering the synagogue at Nazareth (Luke iv. 18),
and taking up the Old Testament roll, he opened at Isaiah
(chap. bu. 1) and read, * The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
because He hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor :
He hath sent me to proclaim release to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,' and
closing the book returned it to the attendant, remarking as he
sat down, c This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.' In
these few words we have his view of what the Messiah should
be; this was the kind of Messiah he himself professed to be;
and from this conception he never again swerved. For when
John, as we have seen, afterwards sent his disciples to ask him
whether he really were the Messiah or no, he simply said, c Go
and show John those things which ye do hear and see, the
blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the
poor have the gospel preached to them.5 Indeed, the more he
pondered, the more he was convinced that the only kind of
Messiah that could possibly be sent from a God of Love
must be a comforter of the poor, the weak, the lowly,
the broken-hearted ; a healer of the deaf, the lame, the
blind; a teacher and preacher of the good news of the coming of
a kingdom of the people of God, the organizer of that kingdom
and judge of the fitness or unfitness of those who sought to
enter it. To him the old conception of the Messiah as a
Conquering King was now an anachronism, an absurdity, a
contradiction in terms. So deeply, indeed, was he convinced,
not only that the Old Testament would bear him out in his
new view of the Messiah, but also (especially after his
marvellous miracles of healing) that it would bear him out in